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directed the Department of Defense to provide necessary
forces, Two brigades were airlifted to military installa-
tions in nearby States where they would be available for
use if needed, No large-scale violence took place, however,
and the troops were returned to their home bases without
actually being employed to maintain order.

Kent State protest. The final prepositioning of Federal
troops in FY 1970 occurred on May 9, 1970, in Wash-
ington, D,C, Antiwar and student groups responding
to American military operations in Cambodia and the
deaths of four students at Kent State University called
for a mass protest gathering in front of the White House,
A request by the Secret Service for assistance in protect-
ing the President and preventing the destruction of
Federal property resulted in the prepositioning by the
Department of Defense of Federal troops near the White
House.

Once again, the employment of military forces was not
requiredj since police were able to contain the relatively
minor violence which erupted. However, military re-
sources were provided to meet the medical and health-
related needs of the citizens, Water trucks, salt tablets,
and first aid assistance were made available,

FY 1971 disorder. Only one major disorder occurred
during FY 1971 which required the employment of Fed-
eral forces. Statements as early as September 11, 1970,
by various antiwar groups indicated that Washington,
D.C., would be the scene of a series of antiwar demon-
strations during April and May 1971. First, an ad hoc
group of women planned to stage a march on the Pen-
tagon on April 10. Next, the Vietnam Veterans Against
the War planned to demonstrate at key Federal agencies
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U.S Army troops posted in readiness during the May Day 1971
demonstrations, (Washington Evening Star photo)

during the week of April 19-23. A march and demon-
stration were planned by the National Peace Action Coali-
tion for April 24. Finally, during the period May 3-5
the Peoples Coalition for Peace and Justice planned to
conduct demonstrations intended to close down the
Government.

The most serious threat was the possibility of having
a large number of cars abandoned during the early
morning rush hours; on the main roads leading to the
District during the early stages of the May 3-5 activity.
The Department of Justice and the District of Columbia
Government held frequent planning conferences during
March and April to coordinate Government plans and
actions to counteract these threats.

During these early conferences there was no indication
that the demonstrations would exceed the crowd capa-
bility of the Metropolitan Police Department supported
by the District of Columbia National Guard. Considera-
tion was given to the use of Federal military resources
only to assist the police in removing stalled vehicles or
other obstacles to traffic which might occur during the
May demonstrations. On April 20, indications that the
Pentagon might be the target of sizable demonstrations
during the period from April 24 through May 5 resulted
in preparations to implement contingency plans for use
of troops to protect the Pentagon and other Federal
properties and functions as required.

Although the April 24 demonstration was attended by
an estimated crowd of 200,000 persons, it was orderly and
unmarred by serious incident, Elements of the District
of Columbia National Guard were deputized as special
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